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Costa Coelho, four children, two of whom, 
Petrônio Alves Coelho Filho and Mônica Alves 
Coelho-Santos, are also carcinologists, and 
five grandchildren. Prof. Petrônio was born 
on 4 November 1937 in the city of Recife, the 
youngest of five children of Heronildes Alves 
Coelho and Cesina Alves Coelho. He grew up 
fascinated by a “big ship”, which he could see 
from his house near the Port of Recife. This 
ship was the Almirante Saldanha, at that time 
a school ship of the Brazilian Navy, and later a 
research vessel. Some years later, Prof. Petrônio 
would take part in several oceanographic 
expeditions on board this very same ship.

 He was graduated in Agronomy from 
the Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco, 
in 1960. After dedicating several years to 
the study of insects, especially dragonflies, 
in 1962 he obtained a position as researcher 
at the Laboratório de Ciências do Mar 
(LACIMAR) of UFPE, until 1968, when he 
became Auxiliary Researcher. Finally, in 1969, 
he obtained a position as Assistant Professor. 
In the beginning of his career, he started a 
crustacean collection that would eventually 
become the third-largest crustacean collection 
in Brazil hosted at of UFPE. From the 1960s 
through the 1980s, Prof. Petrônio took part 
in important oceanographic expeditions along 
the Brazilian coast (Appendix 1), including 
the French Calypso Expedition off the Atlantic 
coast of South America in 1961 (Forest, 
1966). Collections carried out during these 
expeditions yielded most of the specimens 
held in the DOCEAN collection. 

The carcinological community has 
been greatly saddened to learn that Professor 
Petrônio Alves Coelho, retired professor at the 
Departamento de Oceanografia (DOCEAN) 
of the Universidade Federal de Pernambuco 
(UFPE), passed away on 28 November 
2011, due to a heart attack while recovering 
from a cerebrovascular accident (CVA). Prof. 
Petrônio is survived by his wife Maria José 



Bezerra, L.E.A. & Almeida, A.O.: Life and work of Petrônio Alves Coelho170

 From late 1966 through early 1967, 
he visited several institutions in France and 
Germany, as part of a technical collaborative 
program between Brazil and France under the 
supervision of Dr. Jacques Forest. During his 
visit to Europe, Prof. Petrônio acquired many 
papers and references, as well as expertise in 
decapod taxonomy. After returning to Brazil, 
he achieved an international reputation and 
kept in touch with the most important decapod 
taxonomists of the time, such as Fenner Chace, 
Jacques Forest, Danièle Guinot, and Lipke 
Holthuis, among others. His closest colleague 
and great friend was Dr. Gustavo A. S. de 
Melo of the Museu de Zoologia, Universidade 
de São Paulo (USP). The two began a 
friendship across academic walls, visiting each 
other frequently and exchanging specimens 
from their collections. In the early 1970s, he 
established a long and prolific partnership with 
Dr. Marilena Ramos-Porto, one of his former 
students.

In the mid-1970s, the first studies on 
the viability of freshwater-shrimp farming in 
Brazil, including testing the farming potential 
of the indigenous Brazilian species and the 
introduction of Macrobrachium rosenbergii 
(De Man, 1879) in 1977, were performed in 
the Department of Oceanography of UFPE 
(Cavalcanti, 1998). Before starting these 
studies, members of the DOCEAN staff 
visited shrimp farms in Hawaii and Japan to 
acquire expertise on shrimp farming. Prof. 
Petrônio actively participated in all these 
activities. Most of the farming technology first 
introduced into Brazil was based on practices 
in Hawaii (Cavalcanti, 1998). 

In 1976, Prof. Petrônio obtained his 
Ph.D. at UFPE, with a thesis on “Biogeography 
and bionomy of reptantian decapod crustaceans 
of the Brazilian equatorial region”.

 In 1982, he was among the founders 
of the postgraduate course in Oceanography of 
DOCEAN, which is one of the most important 
and traditional programs in Brazil. Over the 
course of his career, he trained and inspired 
many graduate students in several crustacean 
groups, including cirripeds, stomatopods, 
amphipods, tanaids, and decapods; and 

supervised 35 master’s dissertation and eight 
doctoral thesis projects, as well as uncountable 
undergraduate students.

 Author of over 170 publications, Prof. 
Petrônio described 29 decapod species and 
published important papers on the taxonomy, 
distribution, and biogeography of decapod 
crustaceans in the South Atlantic, fisheries, 
and shrimp farming (Appendices 2 and 3). His 
contributions and enthusiasm helped to make 
him one of the most important personages in 
Brazilian zoology, as illustrated by the tributes 
received from the Brazilian Society of Zoology 
– SBZ (1998) and the Brazilian Society of 
Carcinology - SBC (2000 and 2010). Six 
crustacean species were named in his honor 
(Appendix 4).

Recently, he was supported by a CNPq 
scholarship (DCR) to develop research at 
the Universidade Federal de Alagoas (UFAL) 
regarding the shrimp fishery in the mouth 
of the São Francisco River, in Penedo city, 
together with his son Petrônio Filho.

 Prof. Petrônio was an easygoing 
person, always facing problems with calm and 
serenity. He was known for his rich sense of 
humor and for his passion for coffee. He was 
often seen walking through the department 
early in the morning, looking for “the poison” 
as he used to call the coffee, singing and with 
a smile on his face. Even after he retired, Prof. 
Petrônio continued to go to the university 
each day and to advise students interested in 
crustacean ecology and taxonomy, writing 
papers and looking for new references in the 
“crab burrow”, as he used to call his office.

 Since the beginning of his career, he 
intended to leave a contribution not only to 
the science of carcinology, but to Brazilian 
society, as he wrote: 

 “In 1960, when I first started the study 
of crustaceans, very little was known about 
these species in Brazil. Although the group 
had been studied by foreign expeditions, the 
samples obtained would not be as valuable as 
those collected by local researchers. Having 
that in mind, I started a research line on 
ecological distribution and the biology of 
potential farming species. A few years later, 
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other issues arose, related to taxonomy, 
systematics, and geographic distribution. 
Additionally, I developed an interest in benthic 
organisms. The importance of this work relates 
to several fields of human knowledge. Because 
they are dominant in aquatic ecosystems, the 
conservation of crustaceans is very important 
and therefore their study is essential. Moreover, 
they are economically important for fisheries, 
and more recently for aquaculture. Thus, 
the studies carried out so far as well as the 
future studies will represent my contribution 
of productive potential to the well-being of 
Brazilian society.”
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Appendix 2
Publications of Petrônio Alves Coelho
Publications in scientific journals (in 
chronological order):

Carneiro, O. and Coelho, P.A. 1960. Estudo 
Ecológico da Barra das Jangadas (Nota 
Prévia). Trabalhos do Instituto de Biologia 
Marítima e Oceanografia da Universidade do 
Recife, 2(1): 237-248.

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Crustáceos decápodos de 
valor comercial no Estado de Pernambuco. 
Boletim de Estudos de Pesca, 2(2): 17-18.

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Súmula de observações 
sobre a lagosta Panulirus argus (Latreille). 
Boletim de Estudos de Pesca, 2(5): 3-11.

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Sobre a biologia da lagosta 
cabo-verde. Boletim de Estudos de Pesca, 
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2(7): 3-8.

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Lagostas que ocorrem no 
Nordeste Brasileiro. Boletim de Estudos de 
Pesca, 2(7): 13-14.

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Bases para a regulamentação 
da pesca da lagosta. Boletim de Estudos de 
pesca, 2(10): 3-6.

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Variações sazonais na 
composição biológica dos desembarques 
de lagostas. Boletim de Estudos de Pesca, 
3(11/12): 21-32.

Coelho, P.A. and Moura, S.J.C. 1962. Nota 
sobre as relações existentes entre as medidas 
de comprimento e peso das lagostas 
Panulirus argus (Latreille) e P. laevicauda 
(Latreille) (Crustacea: Decapoda). Trabalhos 
do Instituto Oceanográfico da Universidade 
do Recife, 3/4: 53-60. [Dated 1961/1962, 
published 1962]

Coelho, P.A.; Moura, S.J.C.; Silva, V.R. 
and Coelho, R.S. 1962. Nota sobre a 
reprodução das lagostas Panulirus argus 
(Latreille) e P. laevicauda (Latreille) 
(Decapoda: Palinuridae) no litoral do 
Estado de Pernambuco. Trabalhos do 
Instituto Oceanográfico da Universidade 
do Recife, 3/4: 61-67. [Dated 1961/1962, 
published 1962]

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Crescimento da lagosta 
comum Panulirus argus (Latreille) no litoral 
do Estado de Pernambuco. Trabalhos do 
Instituto Oceanográfico da Universidade 
do Recife, 3/4: 69-73. [Dated 1961/1962, 
published 1962]

Coelho, P.A. 1962. Observações preliminares 
sôbre a biologia e a pesca dos camarões 
do gênero Macrobrachium Bate, 1868 
(Decapoda Palaemonidae) no estado de 
Pernambuco, Brasil. Trabalhos do Instituto 
Oceanográfico da Universidade do Recife, 
3/4: 75-81. [Dated 1961/1962, published 
1962]

Coelho, P.A. 1964. Lista dos Porcellanidae 
(Crustacea, Decapoda, Anomura) do litoral 
de Pernambuco e dos estados vizinhos. 
Trabalhos do Instituto Oceanográfico da 
Universidade do Recife, 5/6: 51-68. [Dated 
1963/1964, published 1964]

Coelho, P.A. 1964. Algumas observações 
sôbre a biologia e a ecologia dos camarões 
Palaemon northropi e P. pandaliformis 
no estado de Pernambuco (Decapoda 
- Palaemonidae). Trabalhos do Instituto 
Oceanográfico da Universidade do Recife, 
5/6: 69-72. [Dated 1963/1964, published 
1964]

Coelho, P.A. 1964. Distribuição dos crustáceos 
decápodos na área de Barra das Jangadas. 
Trabalhos do Instituto Oceanográfico da 
Universidade do Recife, 5/6: 159-173. 
[Dated 1963/1964, published 1964]

Ottmann, F.; Okuda, T.; Cavalcanti, L.; 
Silva, O.C.; Araújo, J.V.A.; Coelho, P.A.; 
Paranaguá, M.N. and Eskinazi, E. 1966. 
Estudo da Barra das Jangadas - V. Efeitos 
da poluição sôbre a ecologia do estuário. 
Trabalhos do Instituto Oceanográfico da 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 7/8: 
7-16. [Dated 1965/1966, published 1966]

Coelho, P.A. 1966. Estudo ecológico da lagoa 
do Ôlho d’Água, Pernambuco, com especial 
referência aos crustáceos decápodos. 
Trabalhos do Instituto Oceanográfico da 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 7/8: 
51-70. [Dated 1965/1966, published 1966]

Coelho, P.A. 1966. Os crustáceos decápodos 
de alguns manguezais pernambucanos. 
Trabalhos do Instituto Oceanográfico da 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 7/8: 
71-90. [Dated 1965/1966, published 1966]

Cavalcanti, L.B.; Coelho, P.A.; Kempf, M.; 
Mabesoone, J.M. and Silva, O.C. 1966. 
Shelf off Alagoas and Sergipe (Northeastern 
Brazil). 1. Introduction. Trabalhos do 
Instituto Oceanográfico da Universidade 
Federal de Pernambuco, 7/8: 137-150. 
[Dated 1965/1966, published 1966]

Coelho, P.A. 1969. A distribuição dos 
crustáceos decápodos reptantes do norte 
do Brasil. Trabalhos Oceanográficos da 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 9/11: 
223-238. [Dated 1967/1969, published 
1969] 

Coelho, P.A. 1969. Novas ocorrências de 
crustáceos decápodos em Pernambuco 
e estados vizinhos (Brasil). Trabalhos 
Oceanográficos da Universidade Federal 
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de Pernambuco, 9/11: 239-248. [Dated 
1967/1969, published 1969]

Coelho, P.A. 1969. Lista dos Stenopodidea 
(Crustacea Decapoda Natantia) de 
Pernambuco e estados vizinhos. Trabalhos 
Oceanográficos da Universidade Federal 
de Pernambuco, 9/11: 249-254. [Dated 
1967/1969, published 1969]

Coelho, P.A. 1971. Nota prévia sôbre os 
Majidae do norte e nordeste do Brasil 
(Crustacea, Decapoda). Arquivos do Museu 
Nacional, 54: 137-145.

Coelho, P.A. 1971. Os crustáceos decápodos 
reptantes do estuário do Rio Paraíba do 
Norte. Arquivos do Museu Nacional, 54: 
283.

Coelho, P.A. 1972. Descrição de três espécies 
novas de Majidae do Brasil (Decapoda; 
Brachyura). Trabalhos Oceanográficos da 
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 13: 
119-132.

Coelho, P.A. and Ramos, M.A. 1972. A 
constituição e a distribuição da fauna de 
decápodos do litoral leste da América do Sul 
entre as latitudes de 5º N e 39º S. Trabalhos 
Oceanográficos da Universidade Federal de 
Pernambuco, 13: 133-236.

Coelho, P.A. and Koening, M.L. 1972. A 
distribuição dos crustáceos pertencentes às 
ordens Stomatopoda, Tanaidacea, Isopoda 
no norte e nordeste do Brasil. Trabalhos 
Oceanográficos da Universidade Federal de 
Pernambuco, 13: 245-260.

Coelho, P.A.; Ramos-Porto, M. and Koening, 
M.L. 1978. Crustáceos marinhos do Brasil, 
do Uruguai e da Argentina (ao norte de Mar 
Del Plata). Considerações biogeográficas. 
Anais da Universidade Federal Rural de 
Pernambuco, Recife, 2/3: 227-256. [Dated 
1977/1978, published 1978]

Coelho, P.A. and Guedes, D.S. 1979. Estudo 
ecológico do rio Capibaribe-Mirim. I. 
Condições gerais da bacia hidrográfica. 
Trabalhos Oceanográficos da Universidade 
Federal de Pernambuco, 14: 131-150.

Coelho, P.A.; Macedo, S.J.; Lira, M.E.F. and 
Guedes, D.S. 1979. Estudo ecológico do 
rio Capibaribe-Mirim. II. Condições físicas 
e químicas da água. Trabalhos Oceanográficos 

da Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, 14: 
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Coelho, P.A. and Ramos-Porto, M. 1980. 
Bentos litorâneo do Nordeste Oriental 
do Brasil. I. Povoamentos dos substratos 
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Appendix III
Taxa erected by or with Petrônio Alves Coelho

Decapoda - Stomatopoda
Nannosquilla potiguara Albuquerque & 

Coelho, 2009

Decapoda – Axiidea
Acanthaxius angulata (Coelho, 1973)* (as 

Calastacus angulatus)
Axiopsis brasiliensis Coelho & Ramos-Porto, 

1985 [as Axiopsis (Axiopsis) brasiliensis]
Calaxius spinosus (Coelho, 1973)* (as 

Calastacus spinosus)
Marcusiaxius minutus (Coelho, 1973) (as 

Meticonaxius minutus)
Meticonaxius capricorni Coelho, 1987
Paraxiopsis vicina (Coelho & Ramos-Porto, 

1985) [as Axiopsis (Paraxiopsis) vicina]
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* Genus assignment following Coelho et al. 
(2007) [Coelho, P.A.; Almeida, A.O.; 
Bezerra, L.E.A. and Souza-Filho, J.F. 2007. 
An updated checklist of decapod crustaceans 
(infraorders Astacidea, Thalassinidea, 
Polychelidae, Palinura and Anomura) from 
the northern and northeastern Brazilian 
coast. Zootaxa, 1519: 1-16].

Decapoda – Gebiidea
Upogebia acanthura Coelho, 1973 [as Upogebia 

(Calliadne) acanthura]
Upogebia marina Coelho, 1973 [as Upogebia 

(Upogebia) marina]

Decapoda – Anomura
Munida brasiliae Coelho, 1973 (junior 

synonym of Munida angulata Benedict, 
1902)

Decapoda – Brachyura
Acanthonyx dissimulatus Coelho, 1993
Alarconia guinotae Coelho, 1996
Anisonotus atlanticus (Coelho, 1997) (as 

Podochela atlantica)
Austinixa bragantina Coelho, 2005
Austinixa leptodactyla (Coelho, 1997) (as 

Pinnixa leptodactyla)
Chasmocarcinus arcuatus Coelho Filho & 

Coelho, 1998
Chasmocarcinus hirsutipes Coelho Filho & 

Coelho, 1998
Chasmocarcinus meloi Coelho Filho & Coelho, 

1998
Clythrocerus carinatus Coelho, 1973
Deilocerus analogus (Coelho, 1973) (as 

Clythrocerus analogus) 
Epialtoides rostratus Coelho, 1972
Ericerodes minusculus (Coelho, 1972) (as 

Podochela minuscula)
Lithadia conica (Coelho, 1973) (as Ebalia 

conica)
Lithadia obliqua (Coelho, 1973) (as Ebalia 

obliqua)
Lithadia vertiginosa (Coelho, 1973) (as Ebalia 

vertiginosa)
Pinnixa gracilipes Coelho, 1997
Pinnixa latissima Coelho, 1997
Podochela brasiliensis Coelho, 1972

Uca panema Coelho, 1972 [junior synonym of 
Uca (Minuca) burgersi Holthuis, 1967]

Appendix III
 Species named for Petrônio Alves Coelho:

Tanaidacea
Acutihumerus petronius Araújo-Silva & Larsen, 

2010

Decapoda – Caridea
Leptalpheus petronii Ramos-Porto & Souza, 

1994 (nomen dubium*)
Macrobrachium petronioi Melo, Lobão & 

Fernandes, 1996

Decapoda – Anomura
Munida petronioi Melo-Filho & Melo, 1994

Decapoda – Brachyura
Deilocerus coelhoi Campos Jr. & Melo, 1998
Pilumnoides coelhoi Guinot & Macpherson, 

1987

* According to De Grave & Fransen (2011) 
[De Grave, S. and Fransen, C.H.J.M. 
2011. Carideorum catalogus: the 
recent species of the dendrobranchiate, 
stenopodidean, procarididean and caridean 
shrimps (Crustacea: Decapoda). Zoologische 
Mededelingen, 85(9): 195-589].
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