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RESUMO

Objetivou-se com o presente estudo avaliar o efeito da utilizacdo de trés tipos de silagens pré-
secadas como dieta para novilhos em detrimento da sua classe sexual sobre o consumo total
(CM), consumo de matéria seca (CMS), ganho médio didrio de peso (GMD), o indice de
conversdo de matéria seca (ICMS) e o comportamento alimentar em decorréncia do tempo
gasto pelos animais em atividades alimentar, utilizando novilhos provenientes de um
cruzamento comercial three-cross entre F1 de duas racgas, Alentejana % de sangue e Charolesa
Y4 de sangue com um reprodutor da raga Limousine ¥ sangue. Foram utilizados 31 bovinos
com peso medio inicial de 302,9+ 34,4 kg, em um delineamento em blocos casualisados com
fatorial 2 x 4 em que se verificaram os efeitos do sexo, com 2 niveis (machos inteiros e
fémeas), e da dieta com 4 niveis: A (dieta controle); B, C e D (dietas com silagens biodiversas
pré-secadas e concentrado). Para o ganho médio diario (GMD) houve diferenca no nivel
guanto ao sexo, no nivel quanto a dieta fornecida em relagdo ao GMD (P<0,05). No entanto
ndo houve interacdo entre as classes sexo e dieta para o perfil de GMD (P>0,05). Para o
indice de conversdo de matéria seca (ICMS) observou-se efeito no sexo, assim como nas
dietas, houve diferenca entre os tratamentos, onde os animais que recebiam a dieta A controle
obtiveram maior indice de conversdo de MS (P<0,05). N&o houve interacdo entre as classes
sexo e dieta para o perfil de ICMS (P>0,05). J& para o consumo houve interacéo entre a classe
sexo e dieta para o consumo geral (kg/animal/dia) e também houve interacdo (P<0,05) entre a
classe sexual e alimentar para o consumo de MS (kg/animal/dia). Verificou-se efeitos
significativos da dieta no tempo gasto com a ingestao alimentar e com a mastigacédo (P<0.05),
apesar de nao ter sido encontrado diferencas quanto ao tempo gasto na ruminacédo (P>0,05).
As dietas controle, e C resultaram em menor tempo gasto com a ingestdo de alimento,
enguanto que a dieta D resultou em maior tempo gasto. As dietas A e a dieta C resultaram em
menor gasto de tempo na mastigacdo em oposicdo as dietas B com e D. Os novilhos
alimentados com a dieta D obtiveram menor desempenho quanto ao ganho médio de peso
diario. Os padrdes de comportamento ingestivos também sdo alterados quando novilhos
alimentados com a dieta D passam a gastar mais tempo comendo a racéo.

Palavras-chave: Bovinos. Comportamento alimentar. Desempenho.



ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to evaluate the effect of using three types of pre-dried silage
as a diet for steers to the detriment of their sex class on total intake (MC), dry matter intake
(CMS), average daily gain of weight (GMD), dry matter conversion index (ICMS) and
feeding behavior as a result of time spent by animals in feeding activities using steers from a
three-cross commercial cross between F1 two-breed Alentejana ¥ blood and Charolais Y4
blood with a Limousine breeder % blood. Thirty-one cattle with initial average weight of
302.9 + 34.4 Kg were used in a 2 x 4 factorial randomized block design in which the effects
of sex with 2 levels (whole males and females) and 4-level diet: A (control diet); B, C and D
(diets with pre-dried and concentrated biodiverse silages). For the average daily gain (GMD)
there was a difference in the level of gender, in the level of diet provided in relation to the
GMD (P<0.05). However, there was no interaction between sex and diet for the GMD profile
(P>0.05). For the dry matter conversion index (ICMS) there was an effect on sex, as well as
diets, there was a difference between treatments, where the animals receiving the control diet
had the highest DM conversion index (P <0, 05). There was no interaction between sex and
diet for the ICMS profile (P>0.05). For consumption, there was interaction between sex and
diet for general consumption (Kg/animal/day) and there was also interaction (P <0.05)
between sex and food for DM consumption (Kg/animal/day). day). There were significant
effects of diet on time spent on food intake and chewing (P<0.05), although no differences
were found on time spent on rumination (P>0.05). Control, and C diets resulted in less time
spent on food intake, while diet D resulted in more time spent. Diets A and diet C resulted in
less time spent chewing as opposed to diets B with and D. The steers fed diet D had lower
performance on average daily weight gain. Ingestive behavioral patterns also change when D
fed steers spend more time eating the feed.

Keywords: Cattle. Feed behavior. Performance.



